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Training of Military Yaculty Officers

by
Colonel 8. Knyazev

(A reply to an article published in No. 30 of the Collecticn)

ovka )
{cles on the commpd training (komandirskaya podgot .
o ot:?cers from military faculties are -e.‘::m pnbnm :xi: ;ﬁ press
{ Therefore, we, officers of the department higher

’ mtituu;ns ,(otdel vuzov--vuz--vyssheye uchebnoye uvod.enge),me
perticularly interested in the article by Colopel V. Fedoxov.

somevhat skstchily, and moreover, we cannot agree with t:nc:‘ t;i his
opiniocns. Pirst of al), he is wrong in his assertion e ceal
officers and geperals from military faculties of higher o eith
{nstitutions are isclated from army life and are badly prov e
adlitary litersture. During the last two years, 1n the a];p-
Military District, mozre than haelf the officers apu mﬂthm
military faculties Lave been repiaced by young officers hlsbu'”e
militery education who have come directly from the trg:pc“ 'nheym ;
coping successfully vith the great tasks given them and a irull

ipparting mlitary kaowledge Lo their studemts, the future reserve
officers. _

Jt is true that the author hes stated the primery problems

educational
beads of faculties and the departments of higher
?::titutim in military districts should pay the m-:h:t:u::i: when
planning comsmnd and methods treining, especislly in
seven-to ten-day refresher courses (svor).

es litersture is concerped, the officers and gemerals
- t:: military faculties suffer from Bo lack of it. nr::fx
ths directoretes of the Ministry of wmcmnuurymmum.
bhasdguarters they, just as all other arzy units, are prwiu T emathi
sufficient quantity of regulaticns, mouals, courses )
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textbocke, and visual aids. Each military faculty subscribes to the
pecessary military, techaicel, and epecisl jourmels.

Officers at the faculties systematically attend command exercises,
visit units during refresher training courses, and vhile the students
do their training, participete in commend staff and tacticsl exercises.
Por example, in February 1960 seven-day district refresher courses
were beld for all officers employed on military faculties. All
military faculties held four-or five-day refresher courses at the
end of thu spring semester aid before the start of the nev academic
year. During the year more then a third of the officers participeated
in ccamend staff exarcises and exercises with troops apd &
considerable mumber attended apecial refresher courses conducted by
central and district directorstes.

The military faculties at higher educatioomsl institutions are
fully provided with the necessary training wespons and cosbat and
trapsport equipment. This allovs all exercises with students on
’ tactics, special tactics, fire and arill training and other subjects
to be conducted under conditiope in the field approximting those in combet.,
Officess of military faculties are pecoming less and less cut off
from the soldier's life every year.

Colomel V. Fedorov considers that the most suitable time for
district refresher courses for officers apd geverals employed st
ailitary faculties is when the studenis are on winter vacetica. 1In
our opinion, the winter vacetion is pot orly & suitadle dut the only
possible time for holding district refresher courses benause for the
whole of the ressining time the officers and the gensrals are busy
teaching, and during the summser vacation they are, togetber vith

students, in camp for prectical training and special practice with
the troops.

It should be barpe in mind, however, that the winter vacation
does not full at the same time in all the higher educatiomal
{nstitutions. Therefore, we inquire beforeband at the higher
educaticnel institutions when their vacetion begins apd arrange the
amrwmmtrictutmhrmautommaloowunt
attendance of officers and gsnersls. :
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The author of the article under discussion has shown too
sketchily the organization and conduct of district refresher courses
for officers and geperals from military faculties. HBe deels in a

particularly weak meuner with such an important question as the training
of the intructore in teaching methods.

In this conpection we should like to discuss in some detall the
experiences with refresher courses for officers and generals from
military faculties which were condncted by the Carpathian Military
District in Pebruary 1560.

_ The refresher courses were planned for the first week in
Pebruary and by the 15th of Decemiber, the commander of the troops for
the military district bad already confirmed the folloving aliocation
of hours and subjects for the refresher courses.

Allocation of Hours

Arringements made “Total | Lectures | Practical
Hours Exercises
Marxist-lecinist Treining () 6 -
Treining in Tactics and
Special Tactics 23 10 13
Methods Training 10 - 10
Dxrill Instruction 2 - 2

Report on the Results of
Btudents' Treining for
the First Bemeater,
Statements by Refresher
Course Students, Instruc-
tions from the Ccesmpder 5 5 -

TOTALS k6 21 25

- 50X1-HUM

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/03 : CIA-RDP10-00105R000403640001-9




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/03 : CIA-RDP10-00105R000403640001-9

ro

50X1-HUM

Subjects for tne Refresher Courses
MARXIST-LEKINIST TRAIRING

Interpationsl Position of the Soviet Union (lecture) - 2 hrs

The Results of the Work of the December Plenum of
the Central Committee of the Soviet Union (lecture) - = 2 hrs

The Influence of Scientific and Technical Progress
on the Development of Combet Equipment and Methods of
Armed Combet (lecture) ‘ - 2 hrs

TRAIFING IN TACTICS AND SPECIAL TACTICS
(for ali participents in the refresher course)

Sexinar on the Eew Combat and Field Manual - 3 hrs

A Precipitate Attack on a Prepared Enemy Defense
Position by a Motorized Rifle Division (iecture) ., = 2hrs

The Use of Atomic Weapons and Artillery during a
‘ Precipitate Attack on a Frepared Enemy Dsfense Position
by & Motorized Rifle Division (lecture) - 2 hrs

;s Engineer Support during an Attack by & Motwrized
Rifle Division (lecture) -1lhr

Supply of Technical Bquipment for an Attack by & S~
Motorized Rifle Division (lecture) < 2 hrs

Group map exercise on tbe Subject of "A Precipi-
tate Attack oo a Prepered Enemy IDefense Position by s
Motorized Rifle Division™ (for all participants in the "~
course except officers of the medical service) =13 brs

Group map exercise on the subject "Medical
Support in a Precipitate Attack ou s Prepsred Enemy
Defense Position by a Motorized Rifle Divisiom®
(practical exercise for officers of the medical service] <~13 hrs

IRIIL IESTRUCTICR
{(for all participasts in th? nfruhtr‘mu)

Practical sxercise oo the subject "D-ill Menual
and Marching vith Arms” « 2 hrs

) 50X1-HUM
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VETHEOLS TRAINING

Yor lecturers on coebined-arms subjlects: an open

exercise (otkrytoye zanyatiye) on the subject of
"Control of & Rifle Flatoom during an Attsck”

A demonstration(poksincye zanyatiye) of
"Pire Coutrol in a Rifie Flatoon in Defense”

Por artillery officers: a demomstration
"A Cozmand Flatoon of an Artillery PBattery in an
Attack”

Tactical exercise of an artillery division wvith
comdet firing by day end by night on the subject of
"Weys end Methods of Work to Ensure s Ssving of
Time and an Increase in Accurecy of Pire”

Par afficers of the medicel service the
following lectures:

"Modern Provlems of Orgeniisticn and Tectics
in Medical Spport far the Troops”

"Grganization and Extent of Surgiosl Aid at the
Btages of Medical Evacumtiom”

"The Sarting of Casualties st the Stages of
Medical Evacuation”

"Current Informmtion on Enemy Preparstion
for Bacteriologicel Warfare and the Organization
of Antidecteriologicel Protection of Troops and
the local Populatiom”

"Provision of Nedical and Bvacuation Services
for Troops in en Area It by & Chemical Weapon”

5 hrs

5 hrs

A krs

6 hrs

2 hrs

2 hrs

2 hrs

2 hrs

2 hrs
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The responeibility for preparirg eand conducting all exercises
wag given to the appropriate cammnding officers of arms of
troops and commmnding officers of depertments and directorates of
the district. Comtrol over the preparetion of teaching materials,
COpén exercises and demonstrations was exerciged by the eassistant
commnder of troope for higher educational institutions in the
district.

The oargenizationel instructions for support of the courses
provided for the allocation of vehicles » motar trspspartation
potential and ammmnition, and also of financial means {taking into
account the printing of the training and introductory problems,
and of the starting situation on topographical maps ), location of the
course, the number of study groups, mess information moasures, and

feeding arrangemants.

All training mmterials vere prepared 7 to 10 days before the
beginning of the courses. The leaders of tactical training groups
rehearsed 4 ar 5 days belore the courses.

The responsibility for crganizing and corducting the course
vas placed on the assistant commender aof troops for higher educational
institutions in the district.

From the allocstion of hours and the selection of subjects, as
ehown above, 1t will be seen that more then half of the truining time
was allotted to practical exercises. Cut of the 25 to 30 hours of
practical exercises, 10 hours vere devoted to training the imstructors
in methods.

I skwuld like to say a few words about open exercises and
demonstrations. In the 1958 coursee, exercises on the sudbject of
"A Rifle Platoon in the Attack” were conducted vith the participation
of a platoon of cadets of the Mllitary Academy. The exercises were
vell prepared and conducted, but it was not typical of exercises with
students of higher educational institutiops. We recognized this defect
and since 1959 have been conducting open exercises and demonstrations
vith the participation of groups of such students. Judging by the
reaction of the mjority of genersls and officers from military
faculties, these exercises render them considerable assistance wvith
treining methods.
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To judze from Cclomel V. Pedorov's article, a considersble defect in
the course s the Vorovezh .Hlitery District is that not sll the
genersels and officers frow military faculties are included in the
ériil imetruction. It should be borpe in mind thet drill training
of students should not be taught by combined-arms officers alone.
Artiliery. sigmal, end engineer officers, ss vell as afficers of the
rear and medical services, should be able to conduct drill instruction.

Each instructor from a military faculiy is assigned several study
groups at diffcrent lavels vhich be must instruct during the whole
period in ome principal subject and tvo or three related to it. The
transfer of subjects and study groups from one instructor to another
is pot allowed, as a rule. Therefare, courses icr all the officers
from military faculties should include demcnstrations and open
exercises in fire and drill treining. In exercises for arms of troops
and services, it is desirauble to study with officers only special,
mcre difficult problems on certain subjects in the program.

Coionel V. Fedorov writes that at Voromezh, a group composed of
cfficers from the military faculty is studying Marxist-leninist training
' at the Officers' Club. In other garrisons the aofficers hesr lectures
at regional militery commissarists (cblvoenkomat) and political
departments of special units of the garrisons, but seminare are held
in the military faculties under the guidence of the heads of faculties.
In cur opinion, this 1s not the only acceptadble form of Marxist-Leninist
training for officers—from military faculties. JIs it possidle that
all the officers from military faculties in the garrison are studying
only one branch of Marxist-leninist science, say, the history of the
Ccmmsunist Party of the Soviet Uniom, political economy, or philosophy?
Besides, hov can the head of the faculty copduct a seminar vhen the
officers are studying different branches of Merxist-Leninist sciemce?

"With us, Marxist-leninist training in each faculty is done in
accordance witn its own plan which is coonected with the study plan
of the higher educational institution. As is well known, political
econcay, history of the CPSU, snd philosophy are studied by &1l the
instructors at civilian higher educatiomal institutions. Thet is why
we recommended that officers from military facultiss should study
directly at the higher educetioral institutions. WUWe think that this

. 1s a quite scceptable form of Marxist-leninist treining for officers
- # from military faculties and one, acreover, which is more reliabdle
from the viewpoint of comtrol.
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. It is ancther metter when the officers are studying problems
of military sclence in the classic works of Marxisxz-leninise. JIn
such cases 1t is mc—e desirstle that studies apd seminars be held
in district of. _-ers' clubs, regional military commigsariate,
political departments of special units of garrieons, and at the
militery faculties of higher edncatiomsl institutions.

In order that officers from xilitary faculties mey keep abreast
of the developments in tactics, weapons, and comdat equipment, all
faculties in the Csrpathian Military Dist_ .ict are attached to
military units and military training institutions. Here the officers
get acquainted with the latest types of avmment, attend lectures
vhich are part of commanders’ treining, and are present at critiques
on verious tactical and commmand staff exarcises.

At the same time the officers from military faculties take an
active part in the work of local branches of the Society for the
Dissemination of Palitical and Scientific Knowledge and in xilitary
ecience socicties, and they recount their experiences in training
ond educating students cp the pages of the military press. A mumber
of officers from the faculiies have produced scholarly works which
have been putlished by the Military Publishing House.

50X1-HUM

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/03 : CIA-RDP10-00105R000403640001-9



